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Principal/CEO

Dear Parents and Students,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to GEMS Wellington School
(WSQ). I am extremely privileged to lead such a fantastic community of
talented staff and students in our pursuit to offer a truly world class
education. 

With a focus on excellence in all we do, we believe that every student has the
potential to succeed and achieve, providing the right mindset is developed and
learning environment is created. This aspirational approach is realised by
creating a wealth of rich, high-quality learning experiences both in and out of
the classroom, further enhanced by a number of external partnerships
delivering expertise in their respective specialisms. Our desire for WSQ
students to have access to the best is relentless.

Further demonstrating this commitment is the ‘GEMS for Life’ programme. A
student’s journey does not end following graduation, a GEMS student is a
GEMS student for life and will continue to have access to a number of services,
mentoring and career opportunities, supported by a global Alumni well after
they leave school.

At WSQ, we truly do ‘Achieve Excellence Together’.
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Vice Principal

A very warm welcome to all our students and families who are about to
embark on their GCSE education. I very much hope that the information
contained within this booklet, and that provided during our Curriculum
Evening will provide all the information you need  to fully understand what
GCSE’s are and how our options process works.

I am driven by a belief that all students really can change the world and will
be integral to helping solve many of the complex problems we face today. For
this to become a reality, we must instill an inner confidence and optimism deep
within them, so that they can find their talents and achieve the very highest
academic and personal outcomes throughout their time at GEMS Wellington
School (WSQ). The curriculum we offer here at WSQ is designed to provide a
broad and balanced experience which allows each one of our students to
achieve personal and academic excellence.

Ben Raybould
Vice Principal
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I am extremely privileged to be part of this growing school which is leading the way in
delivering a quality, world-class education. We are firmly committed to putting the best
interests of our students at the heart of everything we do, including your child’s personal and
academic development. We are a vibrant, high-performing, inclusive, very friendly,
multicultural community made up of students from many different nationalities, which helps
to develop their international mindedness and respect for cultural diversity. Relationships are
strong and supportive. Our staff and students all work and collaborate within a caring, friendly
and joyful atmosphere that reverberates throughout our school. 

In addition to nurturing academic progress, we value the development of our students outside
of the classroom and encourage student learning beyond the curriculum to enhance the skills
they possess through our wide range of extracurricular activities. We have several well-
developed programmes for our Secondary School students, including the Duke of Edinburgh
International Award and Model United Nations. 

Our purpose as educators is to see young people succeed and make real change in today's
globalised, knowledge-based world by relentlessly pursuing excellence. We aim to empower
our students in fulfilling their full potential, by encouraging intellectual curiosity, independent
thinking and effective learning habits. This facilitates their growth as creative, analytical and
inquisitive life-long learners, capable of showing empathy and armed with the courage and
determination to seek out new opportunities; to grow as happy, fulfilled individuals 
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•GCSE is the acronym for the General Certificate of Secondary Education.

•We use examination boards based in the UK: Pearson (Edexcel) and AQA

•GCSEs are designed to examine all ability ranges with grades ranging from 9 to 1 (9
being the highest level of attainment) for current GCSEs, with the previous scoring
system of A*-G still being used in some iGCSEs.

•Students at GEMS Wellington School typically study between 9 and 10 GCSEs.

•5 GCSEs at grades 9-4 are often used as a benchmark of reasonable attainment for
students of average ability, with many expecting English Language and Mathematics to
be included. We set aspirational and realistic targets with our students which, alongside
the quality of provision, ensure that the vast majority achieve well in excess of average
attainment.

•GCSEs are undertaken over the two years of Key Stage 4, i.e. Years 10 and 11.

•A few select GCSE courses have an element of coursework known as Controlled
Assessment which is prepared in class and at home but completed under examination
conditions in . Tasks are marked by our teachers then externally moderated by the
examination board. All controlled assessments must be completed before examinations
are undertaken.

•Examinations will take place at the end of the two years of study in the final term of
Year 11. This is according to regulations issued by the UK Government. Further
information can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual.

•To qualify for entry to the GEMS Wellington School Sixth Form at the current time, a
minimum of four GCSEs at grade 6 (B) and two GCSEs at grade 5 or 4 (C) are required,
including English Language as a first language and Mathematics. Although some
subjects have a higher entry requirement, the minimum entry requirements for specific
subjects is usually a grade 6 (B grade) at GCSE. More detailed information is to be found
in the Sixth Form prospectus available as an eBook on the College Website.



 Key structural features of the new GCSEs confirmed by Ofqual include:

•A new grading scale that uses the numbers 1–9 to identify levels of performance (with 9
being the top level -attained by the top 5% of the global GCSE cohort in a subject). Where
performance is below the minimum required to pass a GCSE, students will be awarded a U
for Ungraded.

•GCSEs are now linear, with assessment to be taken at the end of the course in June. Re-sit
opportunities will only generally be available in November for English Language and Maths.

•Assessment by external exam only, except where non-exam assessment is the only way to
provide valid assessment of the skills required. Maths, English Literature and English
Language to be externally assessed. English Language has a Speaking assessment that will
be reported separately.

Ministry of Education Requirements
•All students who are an Arab Passports holders must study Arabic A for 4 hours per week
and Islamic Studies for 2 hours per week. For these students, three further options at GCSE
are still possible. However, due to our Curriculum restructuring, the Ministry requirements
still contribute to our overall aims of providing a truly broad and balanced curriculum and
contribute to the EBacc suite of subjects.

•For our Non-Arab Muslim students –a further two hours of Islamic studies must be studied.
We have found time within the timetable for this to happen without decreasing the number
of Options.

Achieving Excellence Together

An Introduction to GCSEsAn Introduction to GCSEs
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The curriculum at GEMS Wellington School is designed to meet the overall aim of excellence
for all, both personally and academically as our students build the behaviours and
characteristics of high performance.

GEMS Wellington School aims to create an aspirational and globally minded community of
happy, high performing students who achieve personal and academic excellence

We achieve these aims through our focus on High Performance Learning and our quest for
creating Global Citizens, Advanced Performers and Enterprising Learners.

•Students will develop two core sets of characteristics to develop advanced thinking and
advanced learning. They are Advanced Cognitive Performance Characteristics(ACPs) and
Values Attitudes and Attributes(VAAs).

•Students develop their Meta-Thinkingto begin consciously thinking about thinking.
Students will develop and become aware of their repertoire of thinking skills that will be
available to them when faced with a range of complex problems.

•Our curriculum is broad and throughout students will be asked to link learningepisodes
and create their own schema of learning. Our students will see learning as part of a larger
scheme as opposed to a series of single events.

•We want our students to be logical and careful in their learning, even when being
creative. Through the development of analysisour students will improve their precision,
critical thinkingand approach to multi-step problem solving.

•Creativitysits at the heart of all subjects within our curriculum and our students will be
creative in their thinking and learning. We want our students to experience the satisfaction
and joy which comes with creative problem solving and to know what to do when we are
not around.

•Realising other characteristics which when applied, best enhance learning is something
we want all our students to achieve. A sense of automaticity without the loss of speed and
accuracy.
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Our curriculum from KS1 through to KS5 is supported by four main themes which bind a
student's journey towards reaching our school vision and preparedness for what is an
extraordinarily complex, challenging, and exciting world.

•Communication
•Creativity
•Enterprise
•Global Citizenship

GCSEs are designed to ensure students receive a broad and balanced curriculum in order
to allow students to develop the skills, knowledge and attributes required to be successful
beyond school and therefore we have thought very carefully about our subject offering at
KS4.

Communication
Arabic A
Arabic B
Spanish
French
Media

Business
Geography

Creativity
Design Technology
Food Technology

Art
Music
Drama

BTEC Sport
BTEC Dance

Enterprise
Business Studies

Computer Science
ICT

Media
BTEC Sport

Global Enterprise
Geography

History
Psychology

ASDAN (Invite Only)
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The Wider CurriculumThe Wider Curriculum
To complement our extensive subject offering, we have also focused on designing a future-
focused wider curriculum aimed at developing the wider skill set and talents of our students.
Like with most of what we do here at WSQ, we follow closely the research coming from global
organisations and universities and the message is clear on this, the more a student can
develop the softer skills, such as a performance mindset, critical thinking, complex problem
solving, analysis and empathy through authentic and relevant experiences, the more easily
they will transition through the many career opportunities which will present throughout their
life. We must remember that many of the jobs our current students will undertake do not even
exist at this stage 

Student leadershipWe have lots of opportunities for students to be a part of our student
leadership team. At Key Stage 4 there are more roles on offer and more specialised roles for
those that have specific skills that are suitable and beneficial for our student leadership team.

Unifrog Students are provided with training and personal development opportunities through
the platform Unifrog. Students can work to develop their profiles; practice writing a
CV/Covering letter and are involved in a range of tasks during tutor time to enhance their
knowledge and understanding for skills that are required in the future. Students can search for
university courses and pathways whilst using the platform and will have the opportunity in
KS4 to meet with the school careers counselor to look into potential opportunities. Unifrog
also offer free Webinars for both students and parents that are always promoted to our
students.

University/Career fairs We have built links with Universities and companies both here in Qatar
and globally, which has allowed us to host University and Career fairs in school as well as
taking students to the fairs in Qatar. Students have the opportunity to meet and ask any
questions to University staff or Company staff at these events and it gives them the chance to
pick up any brochures or contact details for the areas that they are interested in.

External ConnectionsWe have worked with companies that we have now built a link with, one
being LLS (A Sports Leadership company) and one being SAE (A creative media company).
Students have had the opportunity to participate in workshops and sessions to enhance their
skills and provide them with an insight into both areas. We will continue to build relationships
with companies in other fields in order to provide students with more opportunities.Some of
our Key Stage 4 students have been able to participate in Internships that they have either
sourced themselves or through our connections.
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At WSQ we pride ourselves on creating educational pathways which personalise the learning
experience for our students and whilst we have a professional responsible to ensure all students
get the breadth and depth of learning they will need throughout their lives, students will get the
opportunity to make personal choices about aspects of what they study in Year 10 and 11. On top
of subject choices, we also offer several pathways for students requiring additional support with
their learning to ensure everyone develops a love of learning and inner confidence towards their
abilities.

The Core Subjects (Compulsory)
•English Language
•English Literature
•Mathematics
•Science Double Award or Triple Science in Biology, Chemistry and Physics
•Core PE (Physical Education) (Not a GCSE)

Optional Subjects
Students are required to select four subjects that they would like to study and a reserve choice as
it is inevitable that in some cases a subject might be oversubscribed or in some cases, not attract
enough students to make it viable to run the course. To ensure the best chance of being
successful in their choices and to achieve the breadth and depth we believe is of paramount
importance, we ask students to select a subject from each of the blocks below. We have
duplicated several of our more popular subjects in the Communication Block to bring a little more
flexibility to proceedings.

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
The English Baccalaureate is not a separate qualification but is available for students whose
options meet the below criteria. The aim of the EBacc is to ensure students gain a range of
worthwhile subjects, skills and experiences and has been designed in collaboration with Russel
Group Universities. It is achieved by attaining at least grade 4s at GCSE in English Language,
Mathematics, Sciences, a humanity (either history or geography) and a modern foreign language
(including Arabic). We encourage students to ensure that their option choices allow them to
qualify for the English Baccalaureate, although we have not made qualification for the EBacc
compulsory.

The BTEC Qualification
As part of our unique curriculum, we offer students the opportunity to choose a BTEC in Sport or
Dance as an alternative to one of their GCSE options. The BTEC qualification provides subject
connections to real-life situations and is popular with students who prefer a less academic
experience and who benefit from ongoing assessment rather than end of course examinations
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What Our Parents SayWhat Our Parents Say
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“Gems Wellington takes care of
each and every child and cater to
their individual needs. The staff
will go over and beyond to make
sure that each child is happy and
confident with any challenge they

may face.”
“There are so many positive

things but one that stands out
for me is how dedicated the

teachers are to the progress of
each student. It’s heart- warming
to see them encourage children

to push their boundaries to
perform better.”

“Gems Wellington,
gives the parents the
confidence that their

child will be looked
after well. 
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